ITEM NO. 09 (A-37)
1.
Name of the Subject/Project :-  Consideration of the Proposal of the Flag Foundation of India for installation of a Monumental Flag Post of 206’ height for hoisting National Flag of size 72’ x 48’ at Rajiv Chowk, Connaught Place, New Delhi.

2.
Name of the Department :-  Civil Engineering Department

3.
Brief History of the Project and Proposal :-

The Flag Foundation of India, of which Shri Naveen Jindal, Member of Parliament is its President, has claimed that the Foundation is a non-profit making registered body, solely functions to promote the spirit of nationalism through liberal use and common display of our solemn symbol of the nation – TIRANGA.  With a view to creating a place of pride and modern monument of our National flag in the National Capital at Central Park, Rajiv Chowk, the Foundation has proposed to install a 206ft.  High monumental flagpole.  The project would be totally sponsored by the Foundation.  It has been claimed by the Flag Foundation that the 35 numbers high Monumental flagpoles [11 No. 206’ high and 24 No. 100’ high] have already been installed by the Foundation in the State of Haryana, Orissa, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh and other States.  The Foundation has proposed to install the monumental pole around the outer periphery of Central Park in Connaught Place to create awareness about our National flag and promote its respectful display by all.  The proposed flagpole at the Central Park, C.P. will fly day and night and claimed to be country’s one of the largest flag measuring 72ft. x 48ft.  The illuminated flag at night will immensely beautify the skyline of Lutyens outer and inner circles of Connaught Place.  The proposed flagpole will also serve as an additional landmark and a tourist’s spot for the people visiting Delhi round the year.  The Foundation claims that they are fully alive about the fact that the underground area of the park is thickly laid out with metro network of railway tracks, platforms, staircases, emergency exists, air and light vents, etc.  However, it is claimed that an area of about 6 sq. mtrs. can be identified between Radial 1 and 2 and it will not disturb in any way to the DMRC railway work.

3.2.
The proposal was examined in the NDMC and Secretary, NDMC in his D.O. letter dated 11.02.11 informed Shri Jindal, Member of Parliament that “Proposal of installation of 206ft. high monumental flagpole with such a huge foundation has not been found feasible in Rajiv Chow/Central Park of Connaught Place on account of the following :-

(a)
Three major metro underground corridors are passing below the Central Park with various entry/exists to the underground Rajiv Chowk Metro Station.

(b)
Underground trunk drainage line running alongwith periphery of Rajiv Chowk.
3.3.
The Foundation, however, has been pursuing with the Project.  After reconsideration of their request, in a letter dated 24.08.2012, they were informed as under:-

(i)
NOC from L&DO may be obtained as the land belongs to L&DO

(ii)
Approval from DUAC, Heritage Conservation Committee [HCC], ASI, National Monument Authority[NMA], M/o. Urban Development and Airport Authority of India is to be obtained by you.

(iii)
NOC from Delhi Metro may also be obtained as their service lines/utility lines are also in the vicinity of the site.


Once above documents are obtained, you may then submit the plan for construction for approval under relevant provisions of NDMC Act.
3.4.
In response to above letter, the Foundation has informed that –

(i)
Since the land belongs to the NDMC, NDMC should obtain NOC from the L&DO.

(ii)
Since the Rajiv Chowk doesn’t fall under the Heritage Conservation Committee, it doesn’t require any permission.  

(iii)
As regards the approval from ASI and National Monument Authority, it was informed that the clearance is not required as Rajiv Chowk doesn’t fall within 300 mtrs. of any ASI structure. 

(iv)
Permission from Urban Development Ministry will not be required, once the NDMC obtains approval from the L&DO.  

(v)
NOC from the DMRC, it was claimed that this should be obtained by the NDMC.

(vi)
Regarding NOC from Airport Authority of India(AAI), it was informed that since the land owning agency is NDMC, they have to obtain a clearance from the AAI.

(vii)
The drawings and the model of the proposed site shall be submitted to the NDMC shortly.

3.5.
DMRC vide letter No. DMRC/O&M-Works/RCK/2012 dated 21.11.2012 has conveyed that proposed location of the monumental flag was found fit for casting of the foundation.  Since the height of the proposed pole is too much a proper foundation details of the same may be submitted for giving final approval.


The foundation drawing has been sent to DMRC by Flag Foundation of India vide letter No. NIL dated 05.12.2012.  The final approval from DMRC is awaited.

3.6.
However, NDMC is of the view that clearances as referred to above in Para-3.3. are necessary.  Approvals from the concerned Authorities are still awaited.

3.7.
The Flag Foundation proposal is to install the flagpole in a portion of Central Park.  Council may permit consideration of the proposal of the Foundation for identification of a place in the Central Park for the flagpole, subject to receipt of all clearances are sought at para-3.3.

3.8.
Since its a Project which is of National importance, it is proposed that the Foundation may be permitted to install the flagpole in the NDMC area.  However, the construction shall be carried out by the Foundation from their own sources.  If any maintenance cost is involved, it has to be provided by the Foundation, but if any portion of it is to be met by the NDMC, necessary sanction shall be obtained from the Council.

4.
Financial Implication of the Proposal :-  At this stage, there is no financial implications.

5.
Implementation Schedule with time limits of such stage including internal processing :-  The proposal will be implemented by Flag Foundation of India after getting all statutory clearance and no objections from DMRC, CPWD, DUAC, L&DO, Heritage Conservation Committee, National Monumental Authority(NMA), MoUD, Airport Authority of India and Archaeological Survey of India.

6.
Comments of the Finance Department on the subject :-  No financial implication in the Project.

7.
Comments of the department on comments of Finance Department :-  NIL

8.
Legal implication of the subject project :-  NIL

9.
Detail of previous Council Resolution existing law of parliament and assembly on the subject :-  No previous resolution on this subject.

10.
Comments of the department on the comments of the Law Department :-  The proposal does not involve any transfer of land.  The building plans for the flagpole are to be processed by the Chief Architect Department as per Building Bye-laws.

11.
Certification by the Department that all Central Vigilance Commission(CVC) guidelines have been followed while processing the case :-  Guidelines of the CVC is not applicable in the proposal.

12.
Recommendations :-  It is recommended to the Council that since the project is of National importance, the Foundation may be permitted to install flagpole in the NDMC area.  However, the construction should be carried out by the Foundation from their own sources.  They have to obtain all the clearances/No Objection Certificates before the project is taken up.

13.
Draft Resolution :- Resolved by the Council that the proposal to install flagpole in the NDMC area received from the Flag Foundation of India is permitted for which the entire construction will be carried out by the Foundation from their own sources.  The Foundation will have to obtain all necessary clearances/No Objection Certificates before taking up the project.

COUNCIL’s decision

Council agreed to permit the Flag Foundation of India to install a Monumental Flag Post of 206 ft. height for hosting National Flag of the size 72’ x 40’ at Rajiv Chowk (Connaught Place), New Delhi.  The Council further directed that the entire cost for this project would be borne by the Flag Foundation of India, who would obtain all required Clearances / No Objection Certificates from all the concerned authorities, before the project is taken up.

The Council further directed that the Flag Foundation of India may be advised to take necessary precaution while constructing the required foundation for the monumental flag post since major metro corridors’ are going below the Central Park, with various entries & exits.

It was further resolved by the Council to authorize the Chairperson to accord approval, as and when all the permission / No Objection Certificates are obtained and submitted to the NDMC by the Flag Foundation of India.
