      ITEM NO. 11(C-6)

1. NAME OF THE SUBJECT: 

Naming-Renaming of Roads, Chowk etc. in NDMC area.

2. NAME OF THE DEPARTMENT: 
General Administration Department

3. DETAILS OF REQUESTS:  

The  NDMC has received following requests for naming/renaming of roads/street, Chowk etc:

i) Re-naming of Taj Man Singh Chowk as ‘Lala Onkar Nath Chowk’.  Request in this regard has been made by Shri J.P. Aggarwal, M.P., Rajya Sabha to the Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of India.  MHA has forwarded this request to NDMC requesting that comments in the matter may be sent to the MHA immediately.

ii) Renaming of either Red Cross road or Talkatora Road in the name of Late Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed.  This request has been made by National Committee for Centenary Celebration of Late President of India Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed addressed to the Hon’ble Prime Minister.  MHA has forwarded this request to NDMC requesting that comments in the matter may be sent to the MHA immediately. 

iii) \Renaming of road on North Avenue from Ram Manohar Lohia hospital to Rashtrapati Bhawan in the name of Shri Prakashvir Shastri as ‘Pandit Prakashvir Shastri Marg’. Request in this regard has been given by Shri Virendera Prabhakar, Press Photo Journalist. MHA has forwarded this request to NDMC requesting that comments in the matter may be sent to the MHA immediately.  It is pertinent to mention here that the Council had resolved on 22.11.2002 vide Resolution No. 3(iii) to name the strech of Road in North Avenue from RML Hospital to Rashtrapati Bhawan as ‘Pandit Prakashvir Shastri Marg’.  The decision was referred to SNA, which considered it in its meeting held on 12.11.05 and it was decided that some other Road may be considered as the proposed name was of historical importance and should not be changed.

iv) Renaming of South Avenue/Windsor Palace in the name of  Sir Shobha  Singh.  This request has been given by one Smt.  Malvika Singh, F-46, Malhotra Building, Janpath, New Delhi.  This request has been forwarded by Chief Minister’s Office, Delhi for consideration and appropriate action.

v) Renaming of Dalhousie Road in the name of Swami Brahmanand.  This request has been given by Shri Harish Kumar, resident of 628/3, Shivaji Road, Delhi.

vi) Renaming of the Haj Manzil as ‘P.M. Sayeed Haj Manzil’ and also the Talkatora Road as ‘P.M. Sayeed Marg’.  This request has been given by Ch. Prem Singh, Speaker, Delhi Vidhan Sabha and has been forwarded to NDMC by Deptt. of Urban Development, Govt. of NCT of Delhi for comments/views.  A reminder has also been given by the Govt. of NCT of Delhi intimating that CM Office is pressing hard for early comments/views in this regards.

4.
The Rules position regarding naming/renaming of streets, installation of Statues, Memorials etc. in Delhi/New Delhi are as follows: 

(i) Section 231(1) (a) of the NDMC Act, 1994 deals with naming and numbering of Streets.  The Section provides as follows:

“The Chairman may with the sanction of the Council, determine the name/number by which any street or public place vested in the Council shall be known”.

(ii)
Renaming of the streets is to be governed by the guidelines issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs vide their letter No. 13022/34/74/Delhi dated 27.9.1975.  The guidelines stipulate that the names of existing streets/roads should not be changed and only new streets/roads may be named after eminent personalities.

(iii)
State Naming Authority, Govt. of NCT of Delhi has also issued guidelines for naming/renaming of Roads, Streets etc.  According to the guidelines circulated by Deptt. of Urban Development, Govt. of NCT of Delhi vide Circular No. 12/40.2003/SNA/UD/4006-34 dated 18.6.2004:

(a) Request for naming a park, street, road, colony etc. should come from a group of persons such as Association, Manch etc. and not from any single person; such a request will be considered by the concerned Land Owning Agency and the Dy. Commissioner (Revenue).  The D.C. shall form his views after assessing public opinion in the area to take a view on the applications.  On the basis of the comments of D.C. (Revenue), the proposal will be examined by the Sub-Committee of SNA and only such of the proposals will be considered by the SNA which are recommended by the Sub-Committee.

(b) Once a road has been named after a particular dignitary then a fresh proposal for renaming should not be sent to the State Names Authority.

(c) The names of existing streets should not be changed.

(d) Names which are a part of history may not be altered.
(iv)
The Council has adopted the following criteria for naming/renaming of roads/streets vide Resolution No. VIII(C-31) dated 13.10.2006.

a. Representation for naming should be from a group of persons such as Association, Manch etc.  Any proposal for naming has to be put up for sanction or rejection of the Council.  The name has to be for an unnamed road/street. Any decision taken by the Council for naming is to be communicated to the SNA, Govt. of NCT of Delhi for approval.  The cases of rejection by the Council may be communicated directly to the concerned organization.
b. For renaming, the guidelines of MHA vide letter No. 13022/34/74/Delhi dated 27.9.75 are to be strictly adhered to.  Any renaming can be considered by the Council only when there are directions from the Govt. of India. The Deptt. shall communicate to the applicant directly as per guidelines of GOI.
c. Renaming can only be an exception. Recommendations in this regard can be given by the Council and any contrary decision of the Govt. of India shall be brought to the notice of the Council.
5.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATION

There are no financial implications.

6.
IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE WITH TIMELINESS FOR EACH STAGE INCLUDING INTERNAL PROCESSING:
Not applicable

7.
COMMENTS OF THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT:
The Finance Department has advised to ensure that the guidelines issued in this regard by the Govt. of India, Ministry of Home Affairs and State Naming Authority of Govt. of NCT of Delhi are followed scrupulously.

8.
COMMENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT ON THE COMMENTS OF THE FINANCE DEPARTMENT:

The requests are being considered in the light of the guidelines issued in this regard by the Govt. of India/SNA of Govt. of N.C.T. of Delhi and Council decision taken vide Resolution No. VIII(C-31) dated 13.10.2006.

9.
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE SUBJECT:

No law point is involved in the matter.

10.
DETAILS OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS, EXISTING LAW OF PARLIAMENT & ASSEMBLY ON THE SUBJECT:

These details are presented in brief in foregoing para 4.

11.
COMMENTS OF THE LAW DEPARTMENT:

The Law Deptt has pointed out that in the NDMC, we follow direction/guidelines of Central Govt. on the subject and as per guidelines dated 27.9.75, renaming of the roads should be avoided but in the proposal, the recommended areas are to rename existing road.  The Law Deptt. has also mentioned that the Taj Man Singh Chowk is due to Taj Man Singh Hotel, the property of the NDMC and the Red Cross Road is due to H.Q. Building of Indian Red Cross on the road.

Concluding their comments, the Law Deptt has mentioned that no law point is involved in the matter and the Deptt may follow the procedure laid down in such cases.

12.
COMMENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT ON THE COMMENTS OF THE LAW DEPARTMENT:

The views of Law Department are accepted.

13.
RECOMMENDATIONS:

For consideration of requests made by different manchs/organizations regarding naming and renaming of roads mentioned at below para 4 from (i) to (vi).

COUNCIL’S DECISION

Resolved by the Council that the requests for naming/renaming of roads/street received by NDMC from different manchs/ organizations be rejected except the request mentioned at Sl. No. (ii) for which a letter be sent to the concerned authority with the request to suggest the name of some other un-named road/street/chowk, that can be considered to be named after Late Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed. 

